321. LAWYERS AT THE CAPE

The Incorporated Law Society at the Gape wishes to promote a Bill
whereby they intend to prevent any Coloured men being admitted to the
Gape Bar or the Side Bar. We are not aware of such legislation having
been undertaken in any of the British Dominions. The Cape has hitherto
enjoyed the distinction of being the most liberal among the South African
Colonies, and the freest from colour prejudice. That in a Colony having
such traditions there should be a body of men, supposed to be the most
intellectual portion of the community, who wish to promote class
legislation of the worst type is very remarkable, for there appears to be
absolutely no justification for a step of that description. We wish to bring
the proposed Bill to the notice of the Inns of Court in London as also to
the Incorporated Law Society. We wonder what they will have to say in
connection with this most extraordinary proposal. It has been hitherto
assumed that, to a barrister passing out of one of the Inns of Court,
the whole of the British Dominions are open for practice. Is the Cape
Colony, flying the Union Jack, to set aside the rules framed by the
Inns, and shut out barristers from those Inns should they happen to
wear a coloured skin?
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322. LETTER TO DADABHAl NAOROJP
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
25 & 26 COURT CHAMBERS,
RISSIK STREET,
JOHANNESBURG,
March 20, 1905
DADABHAI NAOROJI, ESQ,.
22, KENNINGTON ROAD
LONDON
ENGLAND
DEAR SIR,
A reactionary policy is being followed throughout South Africa regard-
ing the British Indians. I commend to your attention the current numbers
of Indian Opinion wherein you will find that at the Cape they are try-
ing to introduce a general Dealers' Licenses Bill which is calculated to
1 A copy of the tetter was forwarded by Dadabhai Naoroji to the Secretary of State
for India and the Secretary of State for the Colonies. The letter was also published in India,
144-1905.